
 

Why South Dakota Waterfowlers Oppose Senate Bill 150 
SB 150 does the following: 

• Adds 14,0000 waterfowl hunting days for nonresidents 

• Increases nonresident three-day licenses to 10-days  

• Allows nonresidents to make two trips rather than one 

• Increases hunting pressure where competition is already too high 

• Ignores the governor’s directive to proportionately increase resident 

opportunity if nonresident licenses increase 

• Accelerates the drop in resident waterfowl hunters 

• Ignores data showing residents waterfowlers add more to economy than 

nonresidents 

  



 

Background to Opposition to Senate Bill 150 
• This bill does nothing for resident waterfowl hunters. Resident waterfowl hunters hate this bill and are mad as 

hell. 
• It will increase nonresident waterfowl hunting opportunity by 14,000 recreation days or 31%. 
• It allows nonresident waterfowl hunters to return for a second trip.  In North Dakota 20% of their nonresident 

hunters hunt twice.  If we see a similar result in SD that means 1,200 additional nonresident hunters will 
return. 

• Resident waterfowl hunter numbers have declined over the past 20 years.  Two recent surveys one by SDGFP 
and one by Delta Waterfowl identified a lack of access and opportunity as the number one cause for hunters to 
quit waterfowl hunting. This bill creates significant increases in nonresident hunting opportunity and thus will 
increase conflicts between resident and nonresident waterfowl hunters for both access and opportunity.   

• SB 150 will cause the number of resident waterfowl hunters to decline even more. 
• This bill does nothing to help and will in fact harm efforts involved with the “3 Rs”.  To Recruit, Retain and 

Reactivate resident waterfowl hunters. 
• Nonresident waterfowl hunters like our existing system and they want to keep it as is.  They do not want 

additional hunting pressure. They know when they get a tag, which is virtually every year, they are likely to 
experience a quality hunt.   

•  Every nonresident who wanted a license last year got one.  In 2019 the only nonresident license that sold out 
in the first lottery draw was the state-wide 3,750 tags and only 80 nonresidents didn’t get a license.  Odds were 
98% that a nonresident who applied would get this tag.  None of the 3-day permits sold in the first draw. 

• Many if not most nonresident waterfowl hunters are not “new” hunters.  They are already in SD to hunt 
pheasants and they buy a waterfowl license to give them something to do in the mornings – they hunt ducks 
rather than go to town in the morning to spend money. 

• SD does have places where waterfowl hunting, particularly duck hunting, has limited pressure.  Especially for 
ducks other than mallards.  This bill does nothing to force nonresidents to less hunted areas or to hunt 
underutilized duck species.   

• Nonresident waterfowl hunters start their hunt dates within a 30-day period beginning with the start of the 
pheasant season (the single biggest spike in start dates). And most hunt in Northeast SD in Day (#1), Marshal 
and Roberts counties.  They hunt where the ducks are and when the ducks are here.  The same times and 
places that residents want to hunt. 

• SB 150 is a solution looking for a problem. 
• The bill eliminates the license lottery for nonresident waterfowl licenses creating some sort of “first come – 

first served” allocation system.  This is based on a demand from one individual, a commercial waterfowl 
outfitter in Brown County who dislikes the lottery license allocation system. 

• Those most likely to benefit from this bill are business that commercially guide and outfit nonresident 
waterfowl hunters.  An increase in waterfowl hunting commercialization is lethal for resident hunters.  Every 
good duck hunting area along the east coast, west coast, gulf coast, great lakes and the Southeast that “goes 
commercial” has observed a significant decline in resident hunter numbers.  South Dakota will be no different. 

• SB 150 is based on the false assumption that more nonresident waterfowl hunters will improve local 
economies.  This bill will increase nonresident waterfowl hunting dollars spent in SD but will also decrease 
resident waterfowl hunter spending.  The simple, documented and common sense fact is that resident 
waterfowl hunters spend far more money in SD, including in smaller communities, than do nonresidents.  
Residents pay way more in sales taxes and far, far more in property taxes and vehicle registration taxes than 
do nonresidents.   

• Resident waterfowl hunters vote in SD, nonresident waterfowl hunters do not. 


