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Commission issues 
 
 The GFP commission met on June 8th to discuss the NR waterfowl 
proposal. As you may know by now, once again they did not listen to us 
even though we had a lot of folks testify. There were also a good number of 
messages sent to the GFP and the commissioners. I was extremely 
disappointed and frustrated because of the work we did. Right now it 
seems like all the wildlife resources in South Dakota are for sale. Thanks to 
everyone who contacted the commission.   

While we may be frustrated, just imagine what could have happened 
by now if we had not been so active. Your interest and participation is more 
crucial now than ever before. This struggle has also motivated many in our 
group to look hard at doing more with individual legislators. I think we will 
be well mobilized by next legislative season.   

When the season starts this fall, keep track of the number of times 
you have run-ins with NRs or commercial operators. This information will 
be useful when moving forward. One thing that really is frustrating is the 
lack of support we get from the GFP department. I thought they were 
supposed to be on the side of resident hunters. It seems to me that we are 
in 4th place behind landowners, commercial interests, and non-residents. 

 
 
 
Survey 



 
The commission and GFP has discussed working on a survey of 

waterfowl hunters in an effort to have better data on how to set the 
number of licenses. If the survey moves forward, I will let you know. I know 
hard-core waterfowl hunters are against any increase of NR licenses of 
commercialization, but the commission does not  seem to listen to us very 
well. Perhaps this survey will give us some information from all types of 
waterfowl hunters from the novice to the experts.  

 
For now, all we can do is hope for a good hatch and get ready for 

duck and goose seasons to open. Have a good summer and remember to 
renew and recruit new members.   

 
Chuck Dieter 
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